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Introduction: Gender and the Everyday: 

Contemporary Communication Culture, and Media 

 

Communication, culture and media are embedded in our everyday lives in 

ways we are often unaware of. Whether we wake up and reach for our 

phone or think carefully about how to phrase a difficult sentence in an 

email, these multiple forms of communication, culture and media are 

embedded in our everyday. At conception and the first ultrasound image, 

a gender designation is ascribed that affects our everyday lives in 

innumerable ways – from the toys we are given, to sports that we play, to 

conceptions of self and the life choices available to us. Our gender inflects 

our everyday experiences and engagements with our bodies and those 

around us, and this becomes more and more evident as we manoeuvre into 

public, private and digital spaces. This special issue shares a handful of the 

papers initially presented at the “Gender and the Everyday: Contemporary 

Communication, Culture and Media” conference hosted by The Western 

Australian Communication, Culture and Media group (WACCM) and held at 

Murdoch University in September 2017.  

As a way of drawing attention to the intersections between gender, the 

everyday and the forms of communication, culture and media in which we 

engage, the conference call invited papers focusing on the familiar, the 

intimate and the banal as well as the public and the political that cover 

current issues and lingering controversies. Given the intricate ways in which 

practices and understandings are so deeply entwined with our identities 

and our worldviews, issues around gender and the everyday can be 

problematic – often discussed in heterogenous ways which are emotive and 

full of conflict – making it tricky terrain at times to navigate. The challenge 

for scholars is to not only to recognise but also to critically engage and 

respond to these practices, understandings and representations. By doing 

so, we can open up the discussion to take account of these various views 

and perceptions about gender and the everyday in a dialogic manner, 

rather than just shutting them down.   

The following papers in this special issue do precisely that – they present 

analyses of different enactments of media, culture, communication and 

gender across time, space and place.   
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Through the exploration of two artistic commemorations produced in the 

same space in two different time periods, in her article “Commemorating a 

rape: Mary’s Place 1997 and 2010” Alison Atkinson-Phillips intricately 

explores shifting social attitudes to LGBTIQ people through a framing act 

of violence: an act of assault on a lesbian woman. In doing so Atkinson-

Phillips engages with the potential of this memorial for thinking through 

issues of spatial reclamation, “ownership” and discomfort.  

Considering issues of identity, gender roles and behaviours from a historical 

perspective, Melissa Merchant’s paper, ‘“What gay, vain, prating thing is 

this’: Discourses of femininity in Thomas Shadwell’s adaptation of Timon of 

Athens”, provides an analysis of the narrow representations of femininity 

available to Restoration women in the seventeenth century. Reflecting on 

the roles available to women—gay, ideal or fallen—Merchant examines 

these categories within Thomas Shadwell’s adaptation of Timon of Athens. 

Exploring different times and places, in their paper “From polite society to 

the Pilbara: The ingénue abroad in Evelina and The Girl in Steel-Capped 

Boots” Lauren O’Mahony and Olivia Murphy turn to the romance novel as 

an alternative genre form to locate some of the continuities in gendered 

stereotypes portrayed in popular fiction by comparing two popular novels 

from the 18th and 21st centuries. The authors suggest that these fictions 

simultaneously reproduce and reinforce stereotypes around gender, while 

also highlighting how women’s roles are still restricted.   

Haylee Ruwaard’s article “Miley Cyrus as the posthuman: Media 

sexualisation and the intersections of capitalism” undertakes a semiotic 

analysis of Miley Cyrus’s image in two media photographs. Ruwaard 

explores the range of interpretative possibilities offered by the images 

beyond discourses of moral panic. By arguing that “Cyrus can be perceived 

as a symbol of the posthuman as she integrates her biology with multiplying 

social subjectivities which fluctuate frequently”, Ruwaard notes that these 

diverse possibilities eschew simple categories, while also considering the 

significant intersections of celebrity and capitalism.  

In “Tropfest, masculinity and the gendered everyday”, Kyra Clarke 

illustrates that while increasing attention to the gendered structures and 

practices of the film industry (including the Tropfest competition) is 

essential, it is also vital to consider the gendered content of films, which 

continue to privilege men and masculinity. Contemplating the ‘winning’ 

films in two years of Tropfest, she explores the themes and characters 

prioritised in the entries and recommends organisers also look to Trop Jr 
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and young people’s film making to better address the need for long term 

change in the industry.  

The ubiquity not only of gender and gendered identities but, importantly, 

of critical interrogations of gendered cultures is made even more apparent 

by the articles that appear in this volume, all of which were first presented 

in the peripheral (and sometimes liminal) space of Perth, Western Australia.  

Based in Perth, WACCM is built on the premise that scholarly and creative 

work emerging on the peripheral setting of one of the most isolated cities 

in the world speaks to hidden norms, expected conventions and un-

interrogated customs of other parts of the country and the world—gender 

is no less one of these customary practices that calls for an interrogative 

response. The diverse articles in this issue make such a response by calling 

on us to consider the disparate ways in which gender is represented, 

historicised, practiced and critiqued.   

While touching on distinct but related issues, these special issue papers 

engage with a range of textual forms and experiences to bring together 

issues concerning gender and the everyday, to consider space, place, time 

and shifting (and occasionally stagnating) attitudes. They explore 

differences and continuities in issues of identity and media representations 

of gender across time, genres and convention. By focusing on the 

intersections between gender and the everyday, in ways which contribute 

to ongoing discussions, the papers in this special issue provide a wide, and 

varied set of responses to the call.  

 

Special Issue Editors 

This special issue of Outskirts has been edited by Kyra Clarke (Massey 

University), Rob Cover (University of Western Australia), Lauren O'Mahony 

(Murdoch University), Debbie Rodan (Edith Cowan University), and Michele 

Willson (Curtin University) as part of The West Australian Communication, 

Culture and Media group (WACCM).  

WACCM was founded in December 2014 to improve networking and develop 

Western Australian research in media, culture and communication. With seed 

funding received from the Cultural Studies Association of Australasia (CSAA) 

and the Australia and New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA), 

WACCM has hosted five networking events, a symposium and two conferences.   
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